
 

Dear Shareholders: 
 

For Gana-A'Yoo, Limited 

things are going very well, 

our administrative staff has 

been working very hard de-

veloping new businesses for 

our parent company and 

subsidiaries, as well as look-

ing for other companies that 

may provide opportunities to 

partner with. If everything 

works in our favor we may 

have a new partnership 

within the next couple of 

months. In addition one of 

our investments looks very 

promising for future profits.  

The administration and staff 

are currently researching a 

new possible business, but as 

of now the projections are 

looking good. Our future 

profits from 

these new 

ventures are 

still a ways 

off as they 

are in the 

beginning 

phases. We should be seeing 

the effects of those endeav-

ors within the next couple 

years. I would like to thank 

our CEO, Betty Huntington, 

and her staff for their hard 

work and also to the board 

of directors for their willing-

ness to serve our sharehold-

ers. I would like to thank 

Eliza Jones and Maurice 

McGinty for their service to 

our shareholders.  Eliza 

served on the board for 6 

years and Maurice served on 

the board for 10 

years.  I would 

also like to wel-

come our new 

board members 

William Dayton 

of Koyukuk and 

Ida Hildebrand originally of 

Nulato. 

Anaa Basee,  
Micheal Stickman, 

Chairman 
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Lawana Sommer holds her her neice Danica Billings as her granddaugh-
ter Sierra Sommer plays with her at the Annual Shareholders Meeting. 

ò...thank our...board 

of directors for 

their willingness to 

serve our  

shareholdersó. 

Annual Meeting  
Election Results 
Koyukuk Resident 

William Dayton 
 

Koyukuk Non-Resident 
Ragine Pilot 

 

Nulato Non-Resident 
Ida Hildebrand 

Mark Your Calendar 

10/19/10  
Open House 4:30-6:30  

Westmark Hotel-Minto Rm. 
 

Must be present to win  
door prizes. 

 

10/20/10 
Board Meeting in Fairbanks 
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2nd Annual Stock Will Drive Success:  
Thanks to all shareholders for submitting a completed 
stock will.  All those who had a stock will from 2005 
to now were eligible for the $200 Stock Will Drawing.  
Our 2010 winner was Matilda Dayton originally of 
Koyukuk.  Thank you again and please keep your eyes 
peeled for future stock will drives. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Sharon Hildebrand at (907) 451-9599 or toll free 1-
888-656-1606 ext. 560.  Print a Stock Will form or 
access other shareholder forms at 
www.ganaayoo.com. 

Matilda Dayton 
helps to obtain 
stock wills for 
Doyon at the 
Gana-AõYoo An-
nual Meeting. 

Front row L to R: Lloyd Esmailka, Wesley Alexie, Devon 
Esmailka.  Back row L to R: Mike Ambrose, Albert Nickoli    
III, Shawn Benjamin, Lyle McGinty 

Where Are You? 
Gana-AõYoo, Limited continually updates the 
shareholder record database. If you have any 
information regarding the whereabouts or how 

we may contact any of the 
shareholders listed, please 
call our office. 

GanaGana--AõYoo Supports Local TeamAõYoo Supports Local Team  
Gana-AõYoo made a $250 donation to 
the Galena Little League Team to help 
fund their travel to villages.  Coach, 
Nancy Pitka says  in her letter request-
ing the donation, òLTC Little League 
Program appreciates whole heartedly the sup-
port that you have provided our youth program 
in the past and we thank you for your contin-
ued supportó.  Congratulations to the 
team for winning their local tourna-
ment. 

2010 Look Ahead  

September 
6 Labor Day 

October 
3 Voter Registration Deadline 

18-

20 

AFN Elders & Youth Conference, Carlson Cen-
ter-Fairbanks 

19 Gana-AõYoo Open House, Westmark-Fairbanks 

20 
Gana-AõYoo Board Meeting, Gana-AõYoo Office
-Fairbanks 

20-

23 AFN Convention, Carlson Center-Fairbanks 

31 Happy Halloween 

November 

25 Happy Thanksgiving 

Hobart Huffman 
Juliet Huffman 
Kevelina Huffman 
Lynette Huffman 
Tolovana Huffman 
Sheryl A Lolnitz 
Lisa D Madros 
Virginia McCarty 
Loann L. Rochna 
Christine Wagner 

Congratulations  
Door Prize & Early Bird 
Winners: 
 

The $50 door prizes winners at 
the Shareholder Informational 
Meetings were: 
 

Kaltag: Cora Madros, Marlene 
Madros, George Semaken 

 

Nulato: John C. Sommer II, 
Elizabeth Stickman, Berchman 
Esmailka 

 

Galena: Jonathan Miller, Wil-
liam Dixon, Philomena Som-
mer 

 
Annual Shareholder Meeting  
Door Prize Winners:  

Early Bird Winners: 
$100 Judy Carlo, Arlene Seldon, 
Roger Nicholas, Larissa Silas, 
Justin Patsy 
 
$1000 Charlotte Gowan 

 
Cash Prize 
$100 Donna Gomez, Al Peters 
$250 Rita Hemphill, Jeff Nickoli 
$1500 Brook Bryant 
 
Stock Will Winner:  
$200 Matilda Dayton 
 
Thank you all for participating 
and we look forward to seeing 
you at a meeting in the future. 

We enjoy regular visits from shareholders.  Freda An-
dre originally of Kaltag stopped by. 

Shareholder Visits Office 
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 Highlights of Keynote address by Thelma Saunders 

...In all humbleness, I am 
honored to stand before 
you today to speak before 
the annual 2010 Gana-
AõYoo Meeting.  My name 
is Thelma Saunders, I was 
born in Kaltag where my 
grandparents Molga and 
Aleck Solomon raised me.  

I was instilled the Denaakkeõe values from 
them.  They didnõt speak much, being very 
old, but I learned by watching and imitating 
their daily subsistence lifestyle, physically 
and spiritually.  It was ingrained in me, as 
natural as breathing, how I could be toward 
people and how I should treat the world in 
generalé 
 

So what do I stand for? Well Iõm an Atha-
bascan woman, (well I certainly can say a lot 
about that, but nah.) I have 8 outstanding 
children, but everybody has outstanding 
kids.  Hmmm, Iõm a certified teacher for 27 
years, was a headstart teacher/director for 7 
years before that, was a teacher aide for the 
BIA school before that and as a teenager, 
during the summers, taught early childhood 
classes to 3-5 year olds, many of whom are 
now parents of my present day students.  
Oh my God, thatõs it, Gana-AõYoo helps to 
fund students who strive for 
higher education.  Itõs because 
Iõm a Native teacher that is 
why I was asked to be the 
guest speaker.    
 

So, hereõs my take on educa-
tion, formal and informal.  
My experiences, the good, the 
bad and theé.Actually, there 
is no ugly and not much bad, 
only good, better and besté. 
 

Kkedontõsednee, the art of storytelling is 
history.  The people who were gifted in 
kkedontsõednee passed it to the younger 
generations the knowledge of the past and 
present, sometimes even as news was in the 
making.  They became expert story tellers, 
designed to teach the younger ones how to 
live in their complex society which was for-
ever changing as the eons went by.  They 

became keepers of the culture.  They were 
the anthropologist, able to decipher every 
minute change and were expert problem 
solvers.  Leaders evolved, recognized by 
their peers as ones who best were able to 
guide the way to a more successful out-
come, and so it went.  You might be won-
dering why Iõm speaking so long on this 
portion of my speech. 
 

Itõs because Iõm speaking of education, the 
true way of imparting knowledge. 
 

The students need to know that they are 
descended from a great race.  They need to 
realize what hardships our ancestors en-
dured and how those difficulties were con-
quered.  The denaakkõe values were well in 
place and adhered to by those great innova-
tive people.  Those skills were honed to a 
fine sharpness.  They became experts in 
dealing with the either, seasons and with 
societal changesé 
 

To be a fully successful graduate, the stu-
dent must emerge from that school building 
equipped with not only knowledge of the 
ABCõs in all required subjects, but should 
also have knowledge of their heritage.  How 
to behave at a potlatch, as well as how to 
operate complex computer programs.  They 

are not only the uniform Ameri-
can student required to take 
their contributing place in soci-
ety, but they are also the Atha-
bascan American graduate re-
quired and expected to partici-
pate in a unique double society. 
 

In order to be successful teacher 
of Athabascan students innova-
tion, imagination, adaptability 
are the order of the day.  They 
must become aware and then 

knowledgeable of their studentsõ aura.  
These are very special students: they come 
to school with baggage, common to a small 
village, but they are so full of wanting to 
learn and have fun doing it.  They expect 
their teacher to like them and be encourag-
ing.  Itõs imperative to immerse yourself in 
your studentõs lives, know what makes them 

tick and then move to that special beaté
Kids will respond to love, kindness and 
understanding, just like at home. 
 

I am blessed by being born of the people.  I 
am Athabascan, through and through.  I live 
the subsistence lifestyle, just like my stu-
dents.  I very minimally speak my language, 
but my ears and heart are fully immersed in 
the language.  I can understand the spoken 
word and live by itõs kkedontsõednee.  As a 
result the kids respond to me.  Iõm not 
someone to contend with as a teacher, I am 
intimately involved in their lives from the 
day they were born.  I see their parents on 
the street, share a meal, see them at the post 
office, talk to them about their childõs pro-
gress in school, thereõs no escape, poor kids. 
 

I donõt have absences, discipline problems 
are almost nonexis-
tent, the students 
respect me because I 
earned it.  So learn-
ing becomes a natu-
ral byproduct of 
their schooling.  I 
credit this to having 
high expectations of 
my studentsé 
 

One last note, as 
parents and caregivers of students, stand 
behind your kids, guide them, know where 
they are at any given moment, know the 
issues theyõre dealing with, give them tough 
love sometimes.  They may show indiffer-
ence to you, they may renege on promises 
made, they may rebel, please remember you 
were there once, and those were just hor-
mones talking.  They love you and they 
need you to be their backbone while they 
get through the difficult adolescent years.  
Donõt be hurt by their anger, just strengthen 
your resolve, be consistent and firm.  
Theyõll thank you for it in time to come.  
Remember YOU are their first teacher, their 
first educator. 

 

 

To read the speech in itõs entirety, 

please visit our website, thank you. 

òItõs imperative 

to immerse your-

self in your stu-

dentõs lives, know 

what makes them 

tick and then 

move to that 

special beatéó  

Thelma is shown here 
doing a learning exercise 

with the audience. 

Thelma Saunders 


