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Newsletter Published quarterly  

Hello Shareholders, 
 
I am honored to address you as a 
Gana-AõYoo, Limited board of 
director.  May you and your family 
enjoy the holidays with good com-
pany.  You deserve the good of 
the holiday season.   It has been a 
dream and honor to work with 
Gana-AõYoo, Limited.  We have 
great staff that work very hard for 
the shareholders.  I would like to 
thank them for the their hard 
work and for being proactive in 
providing great informa-
tion to the board of 
directors.  It is enjoyable 
to work with our  CEO, 
Betty Huntington, who 
is a shareholder. 
 

I am Linda (Pilot) 
Fleury, originally from 
Koyukuk and live in Eagle River.  
My parents are the late Fabian and 
Mary Pilot.  My husband, Albert, 
is from Tazlina.  I have two sons, 
Phillip and Dominic.  Phillip is 
adopted by my wonderful sister, 
Ragine.  I also have a granddaugh-
ter, Shaylie Stickman-Pilot. 

 
It has been a great 
learning experience 
this past year as a 
board member.  We 
have had several 
new board members 
in the past year.  We 
attended training 
this year that helped 
us develop strategic 
planning and to 
sustain stability.  Through hard 
work and knowledge of our staff, 
we have great cash management.  
We are in a position to look for 

opportunities 
that are out in 
the world.  This 
is great news 
considering the 
layoffs and com-
panies downsiz-
ing in the U.S.  
There is a lot of 

attention focused on the economy 
in the media.   
 

I am a member of Alyeska Toast-
masters in Anchorage.  Recently, I 
made a speech about our culture.  
I said that I am rich when I can 
share my native foods with others.  
Instead of focusing on the econ-
omy, focus your attention on the 
good foods we share.  I see all the 
good things we have for the holi-
days such as dry fish, salmon 
strips, dry meat, moose soup, blue-
berries, salmonberries, white fish, 
and sheefish.  As native people, we 
are so fortunate and rich with our 
foods and culture.  There is noth-

ing better than eating blueberries 
and salmonberries with yogurt.  
My favorite lunch is crunchy 
crackers, rich king salmon and hot, 
steaming tea. 
 

It is a great honor to serve as a 
board director.  My goal is to  
make a difference and enjoy the 
opportunities to make our lives 
enjoyable and prosperous.  Every 
day, I say a prayer at night for the 
good things in my life such as a 
wonderful husband and family.  
This upcoming year, concentrate 
on the good things we have and 
our wonderful family around us. 
Anaa Baaseeõ 
Linda Pilot Fleury 

Next Board Meeting:   

January 10th, 2008 in the  

Galena GYL Office. 
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Linda Fleury, Klutina cabin, July 2008. 

GYL Board Members, left to right; back: Eliza Jones, Erica 
Cleaver, Linda Fleury, Ragine Pilot; front: Kevin Saunders, 

Maurice McGinty and Michael Stickman. 

Cindy Pilot and Linda Fleury at their 
Doyon Management Training Graduation. 

òWe are in a   

position to look 

for opportunities 

that are out in 

the world.ó 
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Fellow Shareholders: 

We have just completed another fiscal 
year on November 30, 2008 and over-
all, our operations are doing well.  Our 
Joint Venture (JV) with Eurest Support 
Services (ESS) just completed its most 
successful year ever.  In 
addition to providing 
food and other camp 
services, the JV man-
ages the Pogo Mine 
Camp near Delta Junc-
tion. Earnings from the 
JV will exceed $200,000 for the current 
year end. We continue to work with 
our partner, ESS, in pursuit of other 
opportunities. Our subsidiary compa-
nies continue to work with the Air 
Force, Army, Navy and NASA to pro-
vide quality food/mess attendant and 
custodial services. Our management 

team and project managers strive to 
improve already award winning per-
formances. 

An item that we have very little control 
over and which we share with many 
other companies and individuals relates 
to our investments in the stock market 
and the dramatic declines primarily re-
lated to the credit/banking crisis. The 

advice we have re-
ceived from our advi-
sors and others is that 
this downturn, though 
seemingly harsh at 
times, is not unusual 
and that we should 

stay the course with our investment 
plan.  Management and the Investment 
Committee continue to monitor and 
evaluate the situation regularly. 

 These topics along with others were 
discussed at the Board of Directors 

meeting in October. In January, 2008, 
the Board voted to change the fiscal 
year end to September 30th from No-
vember 30th.  After further considera-
tion and analysis, Board action at the 
October meeting determined that the 
change in year end dates would be ef-
fective with the September 30, 2009 
year end.   

We at Gana-AõYoo wish you many 
Blessings as we approach an-
other Holiday Season.   

Betty Huntington, CEO 

The Yukon Koyukuk Elder Assistant Living Facility is 
near completion in Galena, a combined effort by 
Kaltag, Nulato, Koyukuk, Galena and Ruby. 

CEOõs Message 

             G a n a ð A õ Y o o ,   L i m i t e d  
2009 Annual Meeting Election 

Gana-AõYoo, Limited Board of Directors are seeking to fill three open seats on the board for three years with 
qualified shareholders.  Current Directors terms expire in April 2009.  All Shareholders are highly encouraged to 
run for seats on the board, you qualify for.  In order to be listed in the Gana-AõYoo proxy ballot, a shareholder 
must submit a Directorõs Questionnaire by Tuesday, January 6th, 2009.                                   

 

The form must be mailed to: 

 
GYL Director Eligibility Requirements: 

Must be a shareholder of Gana-AõYoo, Limited, holding voting stock 

Nominee must be at least 18 Years Old 

Must hold the required class stock to become a candidate for the position on the 
Board for which the shareholder wishes to be a candidate. 

Sharon Hildebrand                                 or 
Gana-AõYoo, Limited 
613 Cushman Street, Suite 209 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

GANA-A'YOO, Limited 
6927 Old Seward Highway, Suite 101 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

To obtain a Directorõs Questionnaire, contact Gana-AõYoo or visit www.ganaayoo.com. 

Open Seats Residency Currently Held By 

At Large Not Required Linda Fleury 

Galena  Not Required Erica Cleaver 

Kaltag Required Kevin Saunders 

We at Gana-AõYoo 

wish you many Bless-

ings as we approach an-

other Holiday Season.   
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The Foundation received several 
letters of thanks from recent schol-
arship recipients.   
 

Following is a letter from  
Cecelia Grant: 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
 

My family and I are very excited that 
you awarded me with a scholarship.  
Your organization makes it possible 
for students such as myself to 
achieve our goals and it confirms my 
belief that I will be providing a great 
service to the Native community by 
becoming a Physician Assistant-
Certified.  I will soon be leaving my 
family, heading to Washington State.  

I know that at 
times it will be 
challenging but 
your encourage-
ment will help 
see me through.  
Again thank you 
for believing in 
me!! 
 

Ana Basee, 
Cecelia Grant 

 
 We welcome any and all contribu-
tions to the Foundation, we received 
a $300 donation from Holly Evans, 
her story is on page 6.   Remember 
this is a tax deductible donation.  
For more information, please call 
our office or contact Sharon by e-
mail: hildebrands@ganaayoo.com. 

 
Foundation Continued on Page 6 

GG ANAANA --AõYAõYOOOO   

  FFOUNDATIONOUNDATION   

 

Sharing our Stories 
By Sharon Hildebrand 
 
Hunting is a lot of work, 

but well worth the effort. 
You are busy from the time you wake 
up until you go to bed, but in between 
you get great stories that last a life-
time.   

 
This Fall, my family and I traveled to 
Nulato to hunt with my father-in-law 
Eddie Hildebrand. Others in the 
hunting party included my husband, 
Vernon, our sons, Jay, Peter and An-
thony, and our nephew Eddie. We 
hunted on the Koyukuk River for four 
days.  During this trip, Eddie told one 
story that sticks out in my memory. 
With his permission, I am retelling 
ité. 
 
Eddie said long ago he and his friends 
would travel down to Holikachuk (off 

the Innoko River which runs into the 
Yukon). Always, they would be invited 
into a home for a 
meal. While eat-
ing, a child would 
come into the 
home and stand 
near the door. When they finished eat-
ing, the child would tell the group of 
friends that his mom and dad would 
like to see them. So, Eddie and his 
friends would go to their home, where, 
theyõd see another meal prepared for 
them. Another child would come in 
and this same practice continued from 
one home to the next, until they left 
Holikachuk. Eddie said, òYou see, they 
believed that when you did this, it 
brought them good luck.ó  This story 
is an example of the kindness and gen-
erosity that was shared long ago. It is 
one that public speakers try to teach 
companies around the world, whereas, 
we have this wealth of knowledge in 
our own elders.   

The lesson I learned from this story is 
that if you want positive things to hap-

pen in our world, then 
you must be the good 
in the world.   If each 
one of us does good 
things for one another 

and with good intent, we send positive 
vibes to everyone around us.  So with 
the season of giving and through the 
New Year, I encourage you to do 
something 
positive for 
your 
neighbors, 
friends and 
community. 
By doing 
so, the 
positive 
energy will 
come back 
to you ten-
fold.  

Eddie Hildebrand at camp on the 
Koyukuk River. 

òYou see, they believed 

that when you did this, it 

brought them good luck.ó 

Notes from our pasté 
Below is an excerpt from a 
speech by Fred Alexie, Sr., 
Mayor of Kaltag in May 1994 
during the GYL Annual Meet-
ing held there:  
ò...we all have some kind of 
talent that we can use to better 
our village, our corporation, 
our own self.  We have to use 
our talent.  Too many times 
we get thisñI donõt care attitude, thinking 
somebody else will do things for us.  The 

board will do it, 
Doyon will do it.  
Itõs up to us to indi-
vidually say òHey I 
can make a differ-
enceó.  We all have 

to make a difference.  If we get together like 
this and talk about whatõs around us, we can 
better ourselves.ó...  

Itõs up to us to 

individually say 

òHey I can make 

a differenceó.   

mailto:hildebrands@ganaayoo.com
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Candice Rodriguez is the 

daughter of Doris (George) and 
Curtis Sommer originally of 

Nulato , serving in the Navy. 

Ryan Madros is the son of Pat 

and the late Mary Madros of 

Kaltag & Nulato , serving in the 

Army National Guard. 

Allen Solomon is the son of the 

late Lillian & Arthur Solomon, Sr. 

originally of Kaltag, serving in the 

Marines. 

Milford Sweat is the son of 

Darlene (Nickoli) & Doug 

Sweat originally of Kaltag serv-

ing in the Air Force. 

Sharlisa Folger is the daughter 

of Sherri & Tom Kriska originally 

of Koyukuk serving in the Air 

Force National Guards. 

Wanda Solomon is the 

daughter of Lidwin and the 
late William Solomon, Sr. of 

Kaltag, serving in the Army. 

Ken Hutchens is married to 

Terra (Potts) originally of  

Galena, serving in the Army. 

Megan Esmailka is the daughter 

of Donna and Austin Esmailka, 

Jr. of Kaltag, serving in the Navy. 

Misty Gil-Martiniz is the 

daughter of Daisy Nickoli origi-

nally of Kaltag, serving in the 

Army National Guard. 

Rachel Patsy is the daughter of 

Clara & Greg Patsy of Nulato , 

serving in the Navy. 

Marie Nickoli is the daughter 

of Karen (Nickoli) McCardle 

originally of Kaltag serving in 

the Marines. 

Lavern Arkell is the daughter of 

Barbara & Dale Arkell of Kaltag, 
serving in the Army. 

Katrina Madros is the daughter 

of Ruth Ann and the late Ber-
nard Madros, Sr. of Nulato & 
Kaltag, serving in the Marines. 

Don Nickoli is the son of Sue 

and Don Nickoli of Kaltag, 

serving in the Marines. 
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HONORING OUR TROOPS 
Please continue to keep our young men and women who serve our Country and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Tiffani Hildebrand daughter of 

Bernard and Emma Hildebrand 

originally of Nulato, serving in the 

Army National Guard. 

Bernard Madros, Jr. son of 

Ruth Ann and the late Bernard 
Madros, Sr. of Nulato & Kal-

tag, serving in the Marines. 

Arthur Demoski is the son of 

Janice & Peter Demoski of 

Nulato serving in the Army 

National Guard. 

Duane Burgess, Jr. son of 

Catherine (Brush) originally of 

Nulato and David Carper, serv-

ing in the Army Reserve.  

Scott Bandy is married to Beverly 

(Johnson) originally of Galena and 

is serving in the Army. 

William Bryan, son of Cecelia 

(George) originally of Nulato 
and Michael Bryan serving in 

the Air Force. 


