
To our shareholders,  
family and friends: 
 

This year we have had a 
very good beginning with 
one of our new subsidiary 
companies, plus good be-
ginnings in 
our other en-
deavors as 
well.  
Thanks to a 
very hard 
working staff.  
Its only 
through positive network-
ing, research and constant 
communications with staff 
will our work pay off with 

more successful ventures 
and partnerships in the     
future.   
 

I hope that everyone had a 
successful fishing, hunting, 
and berry gathering season.  
I certainly hope that our 

area trap-
pers are 
having a 
good sea-
son.   
I would 
like to 
wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.   
 

Thank you, 
Michael Stickman, Chairman 

December 2011  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Friday, February 25th, 2012 
9:00 am 

 

Board Meeting, in Anchorage 
6927 Old Seward Hwy., Ste 101 

 

Come Join Us 
 
 

Stock Will Drive 
There will be another draw-
ing in 2012 for $250.  To be 
entered you must have com-

pleted one by 6/1/12 or 
within in the last five years.   
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DENADOLALEõ 
òOur Voiceó 

The Board of Directors on the beautiful banks of  the Yukon River in Kaltag 
after the June 4th Annual Shareholder Meeting.  Shown back row L to R: 
Ragine Pilot, Ida Hildebrand, Kevin Saunders and Shirley Cleaver.  Front row 
L to R:  William Dayton, Erica Cleaver, Linda Fleury, Michael Stickman, and 
Monica Riedel. 

I would like to 

wish you all a 

very Merry 

Christmas 

and a Happy 

New Year.   

Annual Shareholder 
Meeting to be held 
Nulato, June 2012 

The meetings rotate be-
tween each of our four vil-
lages.  The next Annual 
Shareholder Meeting is 
scheduled in Nulato on Sat-
urday, June 2, 2012.  Based 
on the current schedule, 
future meeting locations 
include: Galena 2013, 
Koyukuk 2014 and Kaltag 
2015. 

Dawn Nickoli and Donna  
Esmailka at the Annual Meeting. 
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Gana-AõYoo, Limited 2012 Annual Meeting Election  

Gana-AõYoo, Limited Board of Directors is seeking to fill three open seats on 
the board for a three year term for qualified shareholders.  Current Directors 
terms expire in June 2012.  All Shareholders are highly encouraged to run for 
seats on the board that you qualify for.  In order to be listed on the Gana-
AõYoo proxy ballot, a shareholder must submit a Directorõs Questionnaire 
by Monday, February 20th , 2012.           

                        
 

The form must be mailed to: 
 

Or e-mailed to Crystal Sommer: 
csommer@ganaayoo.com 

Gana-AõYoo, Limited 
6927 Old Seward Hwy, Ste 101 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

To obtain a Directorõs Questionnaire, contact Gana-AõYoo or visit www.ganaayoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

Director Eligibility Requirements: 

Must be a shareholder of Gana-
AõYoo, Limited, holding voting stock 

Must be at least 18 years of age 

Must hold the required class of stock 
and meet residency requirements for 
that class of stock, if any. 

Open Seat Residency Currently Held By Stock Class 

At Large Not Required Linda Fleury A, B, C or D 

Galena Not Required Erica Cleaver A 

Kaltag Required Kevin Saunders D 

SHAREHOLDER OF THE YEARSHAREHOLDER OF THE YEAR   
  

After the 2011 Annual Shareholder Meeting, 
the Shareholder Relations Committee recom-
mended that the Board recognize a Gana-
AõYoo shareholder at future annual meet-
ings.  The ôshareholder of the yearõ would be 
selected from nominations received from our 
communities or other shareholders.  
  

We invite you to nominate someone who you 
think is deserving as our first shareholder of 
the year.  The person must be a Gana-AõYoo 
shareholder who is involved in community ser-
vice and whose confidence has directly affected 
Alaska Natives.  The person should show a 
strong commitment, confidence and sensitivity 
in the areas of helping others in order to make 
a community a healthier and safer place to live.  
 Please mail your nomination to: 
ôShareholder of the Year 2011õ 
Gana-AõYoo, Limited 
6927 Old Seward Hwy, Ste 101 
Anchorage, AK 99518  
or via email to csommer@ganaayoo.com. 

The Shareholder Relations Committee 
hosted another successful reception dur-
ing the week of AFN in Anchorage.  It is 
their intention to provide outreach to as 
many shareholders as possible.  The Board 
of Directors and employees of Gana-
AõYoo hosted the reception in October 
during the week of AFN in Anchor-
age.  With more than forty visitors, there 
was lots of laughter, visiting and good 
food to go around.   
 

The highlight of the evening was the con-
nections made and of course eating down-
river king salmon strips.  Our shareholder 
receptions epitomizes our Native values of 
sharing and caring.  We look forward to 
seeing you next year. 
 

Thank for your support.  

ANCHORAGE SHAREHOLDEANCHORAGE SHAREHOLDE R R   

RECEPTIONRECEPTION   

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAMPROGRAM   
Yukon Koyukuk School Dis-
trict (YKSD) held itõs 5thVir-
tual program on December 
13th.  It involved 7 villages: 
Students, teachers and elders 
shared Christmas songs and 
music over two-way video-
conference.  Margie Attla of 
Galena was so happy to see her 
grandsons in Koyukuk.  She 
said, "Just remind me of long 
ago, it's just like we were in the 
classroom with them". 

Susan Paskvan, YKSD Lan-
guage Coordinator shared, 
òThe greatest joy for me is hav-
ing the students share our lan-
guage with the elders.  It com-
pletes the circle - the elders 
have been teaching us so our 
language could be passed onó. 

Susan Paskvan singing with students via webcam.  
Photo by Bernice Joseph. 

Elders who joined in on the virtual program.  Photo 
by Susan Paskvan 

mailto:csommer@ganaayoo.com
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ANCSA AT 40ANCSA AT 40--  WHERE WE HAVE WHERE WE HAVE 

BEEN AND WHERE WE ARE GOINGBEEN AND WHERE WE ARE GOING  
  

December 18, 1971 is a date that will 
go down in history, the date of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA).  ANCSA signified many 
positive and negative changes that have 
impacted all Alaska Natives through 
history.  The following is a reflection of 
shareholders within Gana-AõYoo and 
their descendants.   

VVIEWIEW  FROMFROM  YESTERDAYYESTERDAY::  
The following appeared in a 1983 Gana-
AõYoo newsletter by Roger Hunting-
ton, past board member & CEO.  He 
shared the following, òWe now live in a 
changed world, our heritage is no longer 
limited to our skill in hunting, fishing, 
and trapping, we must expand in all areas 
to meet these changes.  This October 
will bring the ending of the twelfth year 
since the passage of the Alaska lands 
act.  Though Gana-AõYoo, Limited has 
made a profit every year since its incep-
tion, let us look and work toward contin-
ued success.  The Corporation can con-
tinue in this manner only with continued 

shareholder involvementó.  

VVIEWIEW  TTODAYODAY::  
Leo Lolnitz is the Koyu-
kuk Chief and sits on sev-
eral boards throughout 
the state.  He shared the 
following:  òANCSA has 
impacted us concerning 

subsistence rights.  The state needs to 
recognize tribal entities.  The subsistence 
and Natural resources need to stay 
within the tribal governments. And that 
is our indigenous rights for the past 
10,000 years.  40 years ago, there were no 
such thing as for profit corporations or 
ANCSA, our tribal governments have 
governed our people for 1,000õs of years.  
The villages were the voice.ó 

VVIEWIEW  FORFOR  TTOMORROWOMORROW::  
Maurine Isaacson is 
originally from Nulato and 
is raising her family in 
Fairbanks, she is a recipi-
ent of Foundation scholar-
ships and will be graduat-

ing with a BA in Business in the Spring 
of 2012.  She shared the following: òAs 

a descendant of Gana-AõYoo, ANCSA is 
past dated and I feel enrollment should 
be opened up.  Because I am a non-
shareholder I am indirectly impacted and 
not involved or informed on the corpo-
ration's growth or process but I would 

like to be.  I believe that if we  are to 
have  a stronger voice, we need to open 
shareholder enrollment and include 
those born after 1971 as it misses two 
decades of Alaska Natives who would 
like to contributeó.  

 
 

STUDENT OF THE YEAR: STUDENT OF THE YEAR:   The Foun-

dation Board of Directors will be recog-
nizing one of our students at the June 
2012 Annual Shareholder Meeting In 
Nulato.  If you know a student ranging 
from the 7th grade through college, 
please consider nominating him or her 
for Gana-AõYoo 2012 Student of the 
Year by February 20, 2012.  The candi-
date will be selected based on his or her 
leadership qualities, cultural/community 
involvement and educational 
goals.  Nominees must be either a Gana-

AõYoo shareholder or a descendant of an 
original shareholder.    Maseeõ 

BBOARDOARD  WW ELCOMESELCOMES  NNEWEW  

MMEMBERSEMBERS: :   
The board would like to 
welcome Larissa Som-
mer, newly elected board 
member.  She was interim 
board member until the 

elections in October 2011.  Welcome 
Larissa!  The Foundation also 
welcomed re-elected board 
member Erica Cleaver to 
the Foundation Board at the 
October Meeting.  Both 
shared the same sentiment, 
they are very happy to be 
serving our people and look 
forward to giving back.  Both are past 

recipients of the Gana-AõYoo Founda-
tion Scholarships. 
If you would like to make a charitable 
gift to the Foundationõs educational 
scholarship programs, your donation will 
be featured here and on our company 
web page.  Your donation is also tax de-
ductible.  It is because of your charitable 
gifts that we are able to achieve our mis-
sion and expand the Foundationõs educa-
tional scholarship programs.  Each and 
every contribution makes a difference in 
helping students achieve self-sufficiency 
through education and career develop-
ment.  To find out more about the 
Foundation, please visit our website at 
www.ganaayoo.com or e-mail or call 
Crystal Sommer at 907-569-9599.  Again, 
we extend our deep appreciation. 
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YOUTH IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  YOUTH IN THE SPOTLIGHT:    

DELEGATE ELECTED FROM NULATO: DELEGATE ELECTED FROM NULATO:   
Gerald Patsy, grandson of Angela 
Patsy was elected by his peers as youth 
representative for the Doyon region 
during the Alaska Federation of Natives 
in Anchorage in October.  Gerald is 
described as one who is thoughtful, 
kind, intelligent 
and a servant 
leader.  Gerald is 
a future leader to 
keep your eye 
out for.   
Congratulations. 

Gerald addressing the 
Doyon Region delegates in 
Anch.  Photo by TCC 


