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Dear Shareholders,  

Since our Annual Meeting, the 
Board has had our strategic 
planning session.  
This outlines the 
priorities for the 
year.  We will con-
tinue to seek new 
contracts, as well as 
look for other com-
panies to either cre-
ate partnerships 
with or investing in.  
Following good 
business  practices we are 
working very hard for the 
company in creating  proposals 
and doing the due diligence 
needed before we move for-
ward.  The biggest challenge, 
of course, is acting on the due 
diligence and trusting in our-
selves that we have identified 
good investments.  I firmly 
believe that we are doing all we 
can and working  very hard to 

maintain our present success.  
One key ingredient in business 
is having quality staff that will 
work hard at building relation-

ships that will 
result in addi-
tional business 
and profits for 
the corporation.  
As always we 
want to make 
sure that we have 
the shareholders 
trust in our capa-
bilities, since its 

your votes that put us on the 
board, and we are always avail-
able to listen to your concerns 
as we move forward.  The last 
thing was that I hope that all 
our fishing families are suc-
cessful this summer.   

Take care and good luck, 

Michael Stickman,  
Chairman of the Board 

Mark Your Calendar 
Board Meeting 

August 1st in Kaltag 
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GYL Board Members listening to shareholder presentations  in Galena during the Annual Meeting. 
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Chairmanõs Message 

I firmly believe 
that we are do-
ing all we can 
and working  
very hard to 
maintain our 

present success.   

Another use was found for the berry 
buckets that were passed out during 

the Annual Meeting. 

Annual Meeting  
Election Results:  

Kaltag Resident: 

Kevin Saunders 

Galena Non-Resident: 

Erica Cleaver 

At Large: 

Linda Fleury 

Photo Taken by: Larry Saunders 



 

 

My name is Lilly DeWilde. Iõm origi-
nally from Koyukuk and my parents 
are Franklin Dayton Sr., the late Jane 
Dayton, and my step mom Martha.  
My husband is Lee DeWilde, who is 
originally from Huslia. We are 
blessed with four wonderful children: 
Shawn, Shelly, Rachel, and Vanessa.  
 

Today I would like to talk about edu-
cation and cultural awareness. We 
have a unique, special and 
rich Athabascan culture. 
In this culture there 
have been many influ-
ential role models. 

 

Growing up, I looked up 
to many men and women who 

took on the role of 
teaching me the 
importance of 
keeping our culture 
strong and proud.  
There are many 
role models in our 
phenomenal Atha-
bascan culture. 

That is why it is imperative that we 
learn from them and 
that we pass this 
knowledge to our chil-
dren.  
 

In each of our villages, 
there are many leaders 
and elders who can 
help us on our quest to 
keep our culture alive 

and thriving. It is 
important that we all contribute.  
 

Another way to preserve our cul-
ture is to participate in the rituals 

that make us one people. It is im-
portant to attend potlatches and 
other gatherings because it helps us 

to remember as well as to help each 
other and keep us strong. Even if we 
do not think we are contributing, just 
by gathering together, we are. 
 

Just as Iõm working toward teaching 
our younger generation, you also 
have the power, potential, and 
knowledge from your own vast ex-
periences to help keep our culture 
alive and in tact for the future. We 

can learn from each 
other. Pass on what you 
have learned from your 
own families, all the dif-
ferent ways to preserve 
and enjoy our wonderful 
Athabascan culture. Share 
what you value, we want 
to learn, for it is our chil-
dren who will be the ulti-

mate beneficiaries of that knowledge. 
Ana Baseeõ (thank you) 
Edeghoyeneeghaaleedeneek (take 
good care of yourself). 
 

To read this speech in itõs entirety, please con-
tact Sharon Hildebrand. 

Stock Will Drive A Success: 
Thank you to all for completing a stock will for your 

file.  Our first stock will drive winner was Jennie 

Pelkola of Galena who won $100 for filling out the 

one page form.  Please watch for future stock will 

drives. 
 

 

 

If you have any questions,  

please contact:  

Sharon Hildebrand at (907) 451-9599 or 

toll free 1-888-656-1606 ext. 560 

Print a Stock Will form or access other 

shareholder forms at: 

www.ganaayoo.com 
 

Thank you for participating.  

2009 Look Ahead 
June 

13 
Ted Jones & Cassie Walkerõs Wedding 

- Anvik 

19 
Boat Races Weekend & Galena Base-

ball Tournament 

20 
Keith Huntington & Joy Shockleyõs 

Wedding - Manley 

27 
Jeremy Griffin and Terri Cadzowõs 

Wedding - Fairbanks 

July 
3 4th of July Observed 

15-18 World Eskimo Indian Olympics-

18 Leo Lolnitz and Darlene Pilotõs Wed-

August 

1 
Gana-AõYoo Board Meeting in 
Kaltag 

Lilly addresses the shareholders at the Annual Meeting in Galena. 

Elaine Settle prepares her 
stock will in Galena. 

Jennie Pelkola verifies her stock will is cor-
rect with Sharon Hildebrand. 

...you also have the 

power, potential, 

and knowledge 

from your own 

vast experiences 

to help keep our 

culture alive...  

Highlights of keynote address by Lily DeWilde 
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The Foundation is looking forward to 
receiving your application for higher 
education.  The deadline for full time 
and competitive scholarships is 5pm 
June 30th.  You can obtain the appli-
cation by visiting our website at 
www.ganaayoo.com/
educationfoundation.html 
 or contact Sharon Hildebrand at 1-
888-656-1606. 

~Maseeõ~Baseeõ~ 
The Foundation Board of  
Directors Issued a $150 Challenge 
to all Gana-AõYoo Board Members, 
Staff and Shareholders to match their  
individual donations of $150.   
This is the third annual challenge is-
sued, the first one was in 2007 by 
Bernice Joseph.   
 

Thank you for your donation: 
Shirley Cleaver  150 
Erica Cleaver   150 
Eurest Support Services       2,000 
Linda Fleury   150 
Sharon Hildebrand  150 
Betty  Huntington               1,000 
Sidney Huntington  180 
Eliza Jones   350 
Maurice McGinty  150 
Kevin Saunders  150 
Cherie Sullivan  150 
Michael Stickman  150 
Russ Sweetsir   120 
Agnes Sweetsir  120 
 

During the Annual meeting , Sidney 
Huntington, Chris Sommer, Agnes 

Sweetsir and Russ Sweetsir gener-
ously donated their dividend checks 
to the Foundation. 
 

The Foundation would also like to 
acknowledge Eurest Support Services 
(ESS) for making a donation to the 
Foundation for the 3rd year in a row.  
Their donation of $2,000 will help 
support future competitive scholar-
ships.  Don Kallusky with  ESS was 
presented with a pair of beaded 
gloves made by Deborah Barbee. 
 

All donations are tax deductable, 
please contact Sharon Hildebrand, if 
you would like to make a contribution 
to the Foundation, or mail your check 
to our address, thank you. 
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Notes From  
Our Past: 
Below is an excerpt from 
a speech given at the 
17th Annual Shareholder 
Meeting held in Koyu-

kuk (4/22/95) by Larry Merculieff:  
...The spiritual keepers also say that 
the first step towards healing your-
selves before you can heal others or 
help heal others is to love that which 
we may hate or who may hate.  We 
may hate ourselves.   We may hate an 
organization.  We may hate the peo-
ple from outside who have interfered.  
We may hate somebody.  The first 
steps towards this healing is to 
stop the hate and turn it into 
love.  And it will transform 
everything.  This spiritual 

sickness that we have is going to 
move now.  It is going to changeé 
...How do we start this healing?  
When are you quiet within yourself 
and you sit next to the 
riverñAsk.  Do not be 
afraid to ask.  Ask the 
Creator.  Ask whoever 
you feel your higher 
power is, òplease help 
me find the way be-
cause I do not know how to heal.ó  
Make me your history.ó  And when 
you ask that, with humility in your 
heart you will get it.  You will find it.  
It will be given to you, you will see 

this healing starting to spread like 
wild fire.  It is just exciting.  
Exciting to see.  And the key 
to it is staying here, nowé. 

...We are buying cars.  Everybody has 
a new car nowéEverybody has got 
new houses...THINGS.  Everybody 
has got things.  But yet they are say-

ing we are not happy.  What 
is wrong?  What is wrong is 
we were looking outside for 
feeding for a hunger inside 
that we did not understand.  
And that hunger is the hun-
ger of the spirité 

...So, that is the message that I have 
brought to you.  This is a message of 
hope and a message of great wisdom.  
Remember our cultures are not lost.  
The wisdom of it is already here with 
us.  We just do not see it yet, because 
we are spiritually sleeping. 
To read this speech in itõs entirety, please con-
tact  Sharon Hildebrand. 

Foundation Board of Director Ragine Pilot 
presents Don with a thank you gift. 

Foundation Board Chair Maurice McGinty is 
presented with the check by the Director of 
Aboriginal Affairs, Don Kallusky in Galena. 

... stop the hate 

and turn it into 

love.  And it will 

transform every-

thing.   

Photo Taken by: Olga Semaken 
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CongratulationsCongratulations   
2009 Graduates2009 Graduates   

Future Movers & ShakersFuture Movers & Shakers   

Logan Mace and Jamie McGinty,  
Kaltag Head Start  

Clayton Neglaska,  
Kaltag Head Start  

Marina Cooper, BEST 
High School - Fbks 

Payton Cleaver, Galena 
Preschool 

Vinnie Nickoli GILA High 
School - Galena 

Stacey Captain with family, West Valley High School - 
Fairbanks 

Graduates of GILA & Sidney C. Huntington High School - Galena 

Launa Kokrine, UAF 

Shannon Saunders, Bible 
Baptist High School - Fbks 

Jolene McGinty with family, UAF 

Madison Demoski, Sitka 
Preschool 

Aaron Smith, Minto High 
School 

Photo Taken by: Shirley Cleaver 

Jayden Madros, Kaltag 
Head Start  

Steven Pitka, Kaltag 
Head Start 


